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including 85 officers, and 5,306 wounded, 160 of whom
were officers.
Marshal Petain arrived at Robat as Inspector-General of
the Army of Morocco, studied the situation, and concluded
that "to solve definitely the Riff problem" it was necessary
to collaborate with Spain. They came to an agreement. In
an interview between the marshal and General Primo de
Rivera the plan was worked out. It consisted of a series of
operations in which the landing of the troops at the bay of
Alhucemas was essential, in which action a division of the
French navy was to co-operate.
The problem of Alhucemas was at last definitely solved.
The control of Beni-Urriaguel had always been considered
as necessary to assure the pacification of Morocco. Since
1911 the landing at Alhucemas had been the obsession of all
those who were concerned with re-solving the African
problem.
In 1922 Franco wrote in his Diana de una Banderai "Al-
hucemas is the focal point of the rebellion against Spain, it
is the road to Fez, the short cut to the Mediterranean, and
there is to be found the centre of much propaganda which
will come to an end the moment we set foot on those coasts."
During Primo de Rivera's stay in Tetuan, and in the
following months, the president of the Directorate frequently
discussed the problem of the conquest of Alhucemas with
the military leaders who visited him. For from being fright-
ened by the project, he took pleasure in resting in his study
complacently examining the possibilities of its realization.
The general was surrounded by both the most fervent sup-
porters of the plan and the pessimists who were combating it
with all their strength. Primo de Rivera threw in his lot with
the former, and finished by acquiring a blind faith in the
triumph of the project. His conversations with Franco gave
him the most encouragement and so he sought him out.